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CORONAVIRUS DECLARED 


DUBAI 


AR. 


A GLOBAL EMERGENCY 


CAMBODIA 


CHRISTOPHER PIKE / REUTERS; TANG CHHIN SOTHY / AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES; MICHAEL TEWELDE / AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES; JUSTIN TALLIS / AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES; THE CANADIAN PRESS / FRANK GUNN 


Around the world people don protective masks as the coronavirus outbreak spreads. On Thursday the World Health Organization’s director-general 
praised China’s response to the virus, but said the WHO was concerned about it spreading to countries that didn’t have the resources to deal with it. 
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JONATHAN KAY 


utting aside the 97 rec- 
P ommendations con- 
tained in Wednesday’s 
final report from the Broad- 
cast and Telecommunica- 
tions Legislative Review 
Panel, Communications Fu- 
ture: Time to Act, the docu- 
ment reflects three import- 
ant long-term shifts in the 
communications landscape. 
The first relates to the 
sheer scope of media com- 
munication in our lives. This 
kind of report was a dime a 
dozen during the Cold War. 
But in those days, this was 
a lower-stakes game, as the 
calls for reform mostly were 
about tinkering with the for- 
mula governing how many 
times TV networks were 
required to air The Beach- 


40 CASES STILL UNDER 
INVESTIGATION IN CANADA 


SHARON KIRKEY 


It was the second go-around on the 
question in a week, and on Thurs- 
day, the World Health Organization 
deemed it time to declare the rogue 
coronavirus a global health emer- 
gency. 

The fast-spreading pathogen has 
escalated “into an unprecedent- 
ed outbreak” and countries must 
prepare for its containment, Ted- 
ros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, dir- 
ector-general of the World Health 
Organization said in declaring the 
virus known as 2019-nCOV a “public 
health emergency of international 
concern.” 


In Canada, samples from 101 
people cases have been sent to the 
national microbiology laboratory 
in Winnipeg. So far, three have been 
confirmed positive for the virus and 
58 have been ruled out, leaving 40 
still under investigation. 

While lavishing praise on China for 
the speed with which the country de- 
tected the outbreak, isolated the virus, 
sequenced the genome and shared 
it with the WHO and the world, “we 
don’t know what sort of damage this 
virus could do if it were to spread in a 
country with a weaker health system.” 

See VIRUS on A4 


More on the coronavirus, A4-5 


Vaccine up to three years away 


Devika DESAI 


A Canadian scientist working on a 
vaccine to treat the coronavirus out- 
break says it could take up to three 
years before it reaches the people 
who need it. And, if the coronavirus 
outbreak is anything like that of 
SARS, there may not even be a need 
for the vaccine by then. 


University of Saskatchewan began 
work on developing the vaccine 
when the novel coronavirus was first 
announced. 

However, Darryl Falzarano, a re- 
search scientist at the centre, said 
that it could take up to a year be- 
fore the vaccine is deemed ready for 
clinical trials, and a couple more be- 
fore it’s distributed to the regions in 
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SEAN SPEER 


recent string of con- 

troversial television 
interviews by fringe candi- 
dates for the Conservative 
Party of Canada’s leader- 
ship hasn’t served social 
conservatives very well. A 
disproportionate focus on 
whether homosexuality is 
a choice or if gay conver- 
sion therapy is somehow a 
subject of moral complexity 
has come to narrowly de- 
fine the social conservative 
persuasion, reinforce left- 
wing stereotypes, and harm 
social conservatives’ stand- 
ing in broader Canadian 


[= fair to say that a 
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